Chemical analyses of many crop plants show that as a rule the. percentage of nitrogen decreases with age, and consequently mature plants contain less nitrogen than young plants. Particularly is this true for plants belonging to the Gramineae. In the case of theLeguminosae, however, there is some evidence which shows that, although the percentage of nitrogen decreases during the early stages, the leg-ames gain in nitrogen during the later stages of growth and are much richer in nitrogen at matttrity than the nonlegnmes. This condition may be due primarily to the fact that in inoculated legumes there is a general transformation of the nitrogen from thenodules to the seeds of the plant.
